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4.12.26 

Praying In Preparation for Pentecost: 

Forgiving and Being Forgiven; Praying and  

Believing; Agreeing and Authority; Receiving and 

the Bread of Life 

First Things First 

Mark 11:24-25 ESV


“As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered 
away to its roots. And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, 
look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” And Jesus answered 
them, “Have faith in God.  Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this 
mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt 
in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will 
be done for him. Therefore, I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, 
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  And whenever 
you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so 

that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your 
trespasses.”


Interesting that the connection to verse 24 of Mark chapter 11 is seldom 
made to verse 25, leaving the interpretation of the passage completely 
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untethered from its original and intended context. In fact, verse 24, without 
verse 25, has (sadly) been used in the faith movement to mislead 
thousands into unhealthy expectations and entitlements from one’s 
relationship with God. In fact, praying self-willed, self-purposed prayers, 
too often promoted by “what we want” rather than praying Christ-willed, 
Christ-purposed prayers, prompted by “what we need”, is why many 
Christians struggle to have their prayers consistently and effectively 
answered.  Teaching the “self-willed, self-purposed” kind of prayer leads 
to misguided faith. Ultimately, a misguided faith is a failed faith, leaving 
those who believe in it with unrealistic expectations and often leading to a 
complete crisis of faith. Disillusioned and angry, they wrongly believed that 
God was to be on demand for whatever they asked and believed for, 
whenever they wanted it. But biblical faith is founded on the good 
pleasure, plans, purposes, and unmovable will of God rather than the 
pleasure, plans, purposes, and ever-changing will of man. Biblical faith is 
founded upon love for who God is - rather than a manipulative and entitled 
expectation for what we may or may not want Him to do. Without forgiving 
one another, which is the perfect (like Christ) sacrifice, the uninformed, the 
deceived, or the arrogant, will continue to stand and pray prayers that 
HAVE NO LIFE or eternal purpose. Wrongly, we continue on…


…If I just believe more, I can ask for more! 
…if I can visualize it, I can speak it into existence! 
…God, You have promised in Your Word that if I believe it, I can receive it! 
…Whatever I ask in Your Name, You will do it! 
…I claim this under my authority as a believer! 
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Each of those statements carries various elements of biblical truth, and yet 
when abused or used outside the right and righteous context of the 
author’s intended meaning, there is a problem for those who teach to pray 
and believe in that way. 


As we said, this kind of unbiblical faith has too often led many Christians 
into a tragic crisis of faith rather than biblically discipling them to build a 
stronger, more complete, or perfected faith.  We must go back to the origin 
of this error or doctrinal falsehood. 


To begin, neither you nor I (nor anyone, for that matter) can untether the 
two verses of Mark 11 from their shared context and coupled meaning. 
Jesus taught them as a seamless progression of cohesive truth. Here is 
how that works. First, ask yourself, ‘Why would God obligate Himself to 
answering any and every prayer request made of Him, regardless of the 
intent or condition of the heart?’ If one can have faith for the right and 
righteous thing, then one can also have faith for the wrong and 
unrighteous thing. The difference or distinction between the two is as 
Jesus taught…


Matthew 15:18 ESV

“But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this 
defiles a person.”


The biblical premise for praying (asking), believing, and receiving in prayer 
is made completely possible only when preceded by praying and believing 
from a clean and right heart, which leads us to forgive others for their 
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trespasses against us so that our heavenly Father forgives us of ours. In 
other words, the effectiveness and success of our praying and believing 
are directly related to our forgiving and being forgiven from a right and 
righteous heart. That is precisely why Jesus said, “and when you pray, 
pray this way; “forgive us of our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.” We cannot untether one from the other: our praying, 
believing, and receiving, from the condition, intent, and motive of our 
hearts. The two are uniquely connected to one another by way of 
preferring and surrendering to God’s will above our will for ourselves. With 
Yeshua, this started with an emptying of the heart of those consequential 
trespasses - the ones we have committed and the ones committed against 
us - the ones we have done, and the ones we have left undone. 


Here is the good news regarding our praying, our believing, and our 
receiving, which we must reconcile to our faith and relationship with God 
and with one another. Reconciliation is always possible through forgiving 
and being forgiven. 


Go to your brother and forgive, and be forgiven; go to your sister and 
forgive, and be forgiven. In surrendered obedience, offer love and a full 
measure of grace through the means of deserved or undeserved 
forgiveness, which will carry with it the righteousness of God in Christ 
Jesus. In that humbled condition, we are now aligned to pray His will for 
our world - this prayer is incomparably liberating. It is not only liberating to 
the one who is praying and believing, but it also liberates the prayer being 
prayed and believed for from the obvious human hindrances.  Praying to 
God the Father, in Jesus Name, by the power of the Holy Spirit cuts away 



￼5

the will of our flesh to allow us to freely pray His will be done, and His 
Kingdom come. This all starts with forgiving and being forgiven from a 
place of good intent and pure motives. Amazing. 


Including Mark 11, here are some further biblical examples of what our 
prayer, believing, and receiving should look like through the lens of Him to 
Whom we pray. Look closely for the connection Jesus makes to the swift 
forgiveness and reconciliation of an offense or trespass in relation to the 
offering of our prayer and worship to our Creator. Let’s open our hearts to 
the biblical realities of those hindrances to our prayer that we ourselves 
can choose to control and correct. Let’s welcome into our daily prayer the 
call of God to forgiveness, to righteousness, to the motive and intent of 
our hearts, and to living in right and righteous relationships with one 
another. 


Matthew 5:23-24 ESV


“So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that 
your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before 
the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift.”


 James 5:16 ESV

“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person 
has great power as it is working.”




￼6

1 Peter 3:7-12 ESV

“Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, 
showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are 
heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be 
hindered. Finally, all of you have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly 
love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or 
reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were 
called, that you may obtain a blessing. For “Whoever desires to love 
life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips 
from speaking deceit; let him turn away from evil and do good; let 
him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the 
Lord is against those who do evil.” 


James 4:3-10 ESV

“You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not 
receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 
4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the 
world is enmity with God? Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend 
of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it 
is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over 
the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? But he gives more grace. 
Therefore, it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and 
he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 
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turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before 
the Lord, and he will exalt you.” 


Preparing for Pentecost: Overcoming Hindered Prayer 

4.12.26 /4.19.26 Confession, Forgiveness, and Repentance: Regularly 
confessing sins and seeking forgiveness can restore our relationship with 
God and clear the way for effective prayer. This is how Jesus taught us to 
pray. 

4.26.26 Aligning Motives and Intent: Ensure that your requests align with 
God's will and purpose. Reflect on your motives and intent before bringing 
prayer to God.  

5.3.26 Strengthening and Increasing Faith: Cultivate a strong faith 
through prayer, scripture reading, and community support to overcome 
doubt.  
 
5.10.26 Persistent and Purposed Prayer: Continue to pray and seek 
God, even when answers seem delayed. Colossians 4:2 encourages us to 
"continue in prayer" and remain steadfast. Pray His purposes and will be 
done over you and in you. 


5.17.26  In One Mind and One Accord 
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By courageously confronting these hindrances, we can enhance our 
prayer life and develop a deeper connection, consistently displaying a 
more purposeful and effective faith in God. Remember, effective prayer is 
rooted in a sincere, clean heart, fearless faith, and an unwavering 
commitment to living in alignment with God's Word, God’s Will, and God’s 
Ways.
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4.19.26 

Praying In Preparation for Pentecost: 

Forgiving and Being Forgiven; Praying and  

Believing; Agreeing and Authority; Receiving and 

the Bread of Life 

Jesus Taught Us How to Pray 

Luke 11:1-4 ESV

“Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, 
one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John 
taught his disciples.’ And he said to them, ‘When you pray, say: 
Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive 
everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.’” 


Though we can recite the prayer from memory, there is still much for us to 
learn from how Jesus taught us to pray. In fact, that He taught us how to 
pray is most significant, and when we ourselves pray, that is what we must 
start with.  Within the eternal template of “The Our Father,” or the biblical 
model of “the Lord's Prayer,” there are strong indications leading us to the 
ever-critical relationship between forgiveness and receiving our daily 
bread, which in this context means [spiritual nourishment/sustenance, 
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instruction, blessing, life, or daily necessities or needs].  Or, in other words, 
“the bread of life.” Much like forgiving and being forgiven, the provisional 
precepts of daily bread are revealed to us in how Jesus taught us to pray.  


“Give us this day our daily bread” is a divine revelation waiting for 
fulfillment. And, we know that nothing we begin can be completed or 
fulfilled without Yeshua, or Christ the Word, being at its origin and 
achievement. He is both the founder and finisher of our faith. 


Hebrews 12:1-2 NKJV

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 
ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for 
the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”


Interestingly, in the spiritual context of founding and finishing, Jesus will 
also eventually introduce Himself as “the bread of life.”  However, one can 
not overlook the significance of the connection between praying, believing, 
receiving, and the need and spiritual value of the perfect and complete 
sacrifice of Christ, the bread of life, and the forgiveness of one’s transgression. 


Jesus freely gave us the bread of life, in that He gave us Himself - He 

is the bread of life. 
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Listen further to the connections that Jesus Yeshua made between 
receiving the bread of life and forgiving and being forgiven. It is remarkable 
how seldom we make this connection between forgiveness and our 
deliverance from evil, and between the founding and the finishing or 
perfecting of our faith, which is Christ Jesus.  


Matthew 6:11-13 ESV 
“Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
also forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 

What we can discover here is a biblical understanding that the forgiveness 
we often withhold from others not only affects the forgiveness our 
Heavenly Father extends to us, but also paralyzes and ultimately damages 
our own faith as we pray and believe for the daily petitions we consider 
important to ourselves and others.


Matthew 6:14-15 ESV 
“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 

How significant are these precepts to the praying and believing follower of 
Jesus? Well, as we move further into John’s Gospel, we read that Jesus, in 
His ministry, will begin to publicly instruct followers with an even deeper 
and all-important introduction and fulfillment.  According to God’s word, 
will, and ways, Jesus will, in a shocking way, reveal to His followers and 
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critics that He Himself is, in fact, the bread of life. This prophetic 

proclamation will prove to be both a problem and a provision. It is a 
problem for the Pharisees and all those whose faith is founded in the 
religion of men, and it is the great eternal provision for those whose faith is 
fulfilled and completed in Christ Jesus. This, of course, is unheard of and 
considered blasphemy against the Temple and the Sanhedrin court. 


John 6:32-35

“Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses 
who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the 
true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give 
us this bread always.”  Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; 

whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in 
me shall never thirst.” 

Why is this statement from Jesus significant? 
How do bread, life, and forgiveness of transgressions align to our praying, 
believing, and receiving? 

A few years back, I heard a brief teaching from a Messianic Jewish Rabbi 
regarding these two questions - his content and the biblical context are 
sound and solid, and fit here perfectly.  Here is the premise and 
progression. 


Yeshua shares the Passover Meal with His Disciples - The Last 

Supper (Unleavened Bread) 
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Matthew 26:26

“Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it 
broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my 
body.” 

The Bread of Life - Yeshua as our spiritual nourishment, as the 

complete and perfect sacrifice for our sins and transgressions. 

John 6:35 
“Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me 
shall not hunger…” 

Interestingly, Jesus was born in Bethlehem - Bethlehem in Hebrew 

[beit-lechem; means “house of bread”] 

Micah 5:2 

“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the 
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be 
ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.” 

John 7:42  

“Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring 
of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 
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The Hebrew Language is alpha-numeric - All 22 letters of the Hebrew 

alaph-bet have a meaning that carries a numeric value or meaning. 

The symbolic system is widely known as” Gemmatria.” 

[Bethlehem] in Hebrew is Beit-le-chem, meaning “house of bread,” 
and it has a numeric value of (490).

[Nativity] in Hebrew is Mo-le-det, meaning “land of my birth” and has 
a numeric value of (490).

[Perfected] in Hebrew is Tam-mim; meaning “complete, whole, and 
blameless” and has a numeric value of (490). Scripture teaches 
Christ the Messiah as the complete and perfect sacrifice for our sin 
or transgression.


In Matthew 18, Peter asks Jesus how many times one should forgive 
another - Jesus, seventy times seven, having a value of (490).


Matthew 18:21-22 NASB

“Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin 
against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus *said to him, “I 
do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.”  

So here it is - spelled out for us in ways that cannot be denied. 

Christ the Word is our Bread of Life. Christ the Messiah and Redeemer is 
the complete and perfect sacrifice for the forgiveness of all our 
transgressions. The bread is life - the life is Christ - Christ is our 

sacrifice and forgiveness.  
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John 1:29 ESV

“The next day he (John the Baptist) saw Jesus coming toward him, 
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world!


John 6:50-51 ESV

“This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may 
eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the 
bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 


2 Peter 2:24 ESV

“He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die 
to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been 
healed.”


Christ the Messiah, our Lord and Savior, is the righteous authority and 
power by which we resist all evil and dispel and overcome all principalities 
of darkness. Outside of Yeshua ha Mashiach, we do not have the authority 
or the power, or the command and demand in prayer if we have not 
righteously fulfilled the will and expectations from the heart of God the 
Father. Forgive and be forgiven, and then receive our daily bread. And, 
when we have, then by all means and in righteous obedience - pray His 
Kingdom come, and His will be done. Pray in the name and humility of 
Christ Jesus. Pray in humble faith and courageous belief, lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. This is a prayer that when we pray it 
with a pure heart, He longs to answer.
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4.26.26  

Praying In Preparation for Pentecost: 

Forgiving and Being Forgiven; Praying and  Believing; 

Agreeing and Authority; Receiving and the Bread of 

Life 

Aligning Our Motives and Intent 


2 Samuel 22:1-33 ESV

“And David spoke to the LORD the words of this song on the day 
when the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and 
from the hand of Saul. He said, “The LORD is my rock and my 
fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my 
refuge, my savior; you save me from violence. I call upon the LORD, 
who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies. “For 
the waves of death encompassed me, the torrents of destruction 
assailed me; the cords of Sheol entangled me; the snares of death 
confronted me. “In my distress I called upon the LORD; to my God I 
called. From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry came to his 
ears. “Then the earth reeled and rocked; the foundations of the 
heavens trembled and quaked, because he was angry. Smoke went 
up from his nostrils, and devouring fire from his mouth; glowing coals 



￼17

flamed forth from him. He bowed the heavens and came down; thick 
darkness was under his feet. He rode on a cherub and flew; he was 
seen on the wings of the wind. He made darkness around him his 
canopy, thick clouds, a gathering of water. Out of the brightness 
before him coals of fire flamed forth. The LORD thundered from 
heaven, and the Most High uttered his voice. And he sent out arrows 
and scattered them; lightning, and routed them. Then the channels 
of the sea were seen; the foundations of the world were laid bare, at 
the rebuke of the LORD, at the blast of the breath of his nostrils. “He 
sent from on high, he took me;  he drew me out of many waters. He 
rescued me from my strong enemy, from those who hated me, for 
they were too mighty for me. They confronted me in the day of my 
calamity, but the LORD was my support. He brought me out into a 
broad place; he rescued me, because he delighted in me. 


“The LORD dealt with me according to my righteousness; according 
to the cleanness of my hands, he rewarded me.  For I have kept the 
ways of the LORD and have not wickedly departed from my God.  
For all his rules were before me, and from his statutes I did not turn 
aside.  I was blameless before him,  and I kept myself from guilt. And 
the LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness, 
according to my cleanness in his sight.  “With the merciful you show 
yourself merciful; with the blameless man you show yourself 
blameless; with the purified you deal purely, and with the crooked 
you make yourself seem tortuous. You save a humble people, but 
your eyes are on the haughty to bring them down. For you are my 
lamp, O LORD, and my God lightens my darkness. For by you I can 
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run against a troop, and by my God I can leap over a wall. This God
—his way is perfect; the word of the LORD proves true; he is a shield 
for all those who take refuge in him. “For who is God, but the LORD? 
And who is a rock, except our God? This God is my strong refuge 
and has made my way blameless.” 


During our 50-day preparation for Pentecost, we align the intent and 
motives of our hearts and minds with the ways and will of His eternal 
Word. I am so excited to share with you the obvious and the glorious truth. 


Every source and resource needed to accomplish what we seek 

in Him has been given to us and is, in fact, right before us.  

In preparing our hearts and minds for complete alignment with Him, we 
discover the importance and necessity of developing an ongoing pattern 
or a trusted template that allows us to quickly and decisively prioritize and 
practice His Word, will, and ways above all else. In keeping with the spirit 
of Pentecost, we can quickly consider several instructive biblical templates 
to get us there. 


First. When we pray, we want to pray not just rightly but righteously. You 
might ask, ‘What is the difference?  The Scripture reminds us in James 
5:13 (ESV), “The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 
working.” However, we know that the only true righteousness is found in 
Christ Jesus, the Messiah. So, as we taught last week, we look to Christ 
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Yeshua as the founder and finisher of our faith. So we must be found and 
finished in Him.


Philippians 3:7-11 ESV

“But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered 
the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may 
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—that I 
may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means 
possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.” 


Remember, prayer is not a method or technique that just anybody can use 
to manipulate God into giving us what we want. Rather, the righteous 
prayer of faith is prayed by those who have repented of their sins, trusted 
in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior, and are actively seeking to follow 
Him as Lord. To apply this vital lesson on prayer, we must know God as 
our God and obediently follow Him, walking faithfully with Him. In a loving 
and righteous relationship with God through Christ Jesus, we are identified 
and called many things. We are called His friend, His servants, His sons 
and daughters, His chosen, the sheep of His pasture, His redeemed, His 
body and bride, and even more remarkably, we are called by His Name as 
His righteous ones. 
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Secondly. Reflect on your motives and intent before bringing prayer to 
God. One highly effective way to ensure that our requests align with God's 
will and purpose is to quickly assess and adjust the motive of our will and 
the intent of our heart to match that of the Heavenly Father. Jesus gave us 
the first model for that kind of prayer.


John 17:1-17 ESV

“When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that 
the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all 
flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  And this is 
eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished 
the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your 
own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world 
existed.  “I have manifested your name to the people whom you 
gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to 
me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything 
that you have given me is from you. For I have given them the words 
that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for 
those whom you have given me, for they are yours.  All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. And I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, 
that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was with them, I 
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kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded 
them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of 
destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.  But now I am 
coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may 
have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them your word, and 
the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I 
am not of the world. I do not ask that you take them out of the world, 
but that you keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, 
just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 
truth.” 


Yeshua made many statements and prayed many prayers that expressed 
the intent and motive of His heart and mission, which were to align with 
the Father’s heart and mission. There is no clearer example for us to follow 
than this. I am come to do the will of Him who sent me - and when you 
pray, pray this way… your kingdom come, your will be done.  
If we align with this, it will transform our prayer into the prayers of 
righteousness in Christ Jesus. And as on the day of Pentecost, the power 
of the Spirit will come.


Third. At its core, the fervent, righteous prayer is a prayer of surrender. 
Orthodox teaching contends that Jesus, though fully God, had a human 
will that surrendered to the Father’s will, never in contradiction, contention, 
or conflict. Unfortunately, this is not always true with us and our prayers. 
The surrender was both voluntary and sinless, demonstrating perfect trust. 
We struggle with both circumstantial and emotional trust issues that 
adversely impact our ability to surrender and align to the plans and 
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purposes of His Word, will, and ways. Overcoming these trust issues is 
critical to the effective and righteous prayer of faith. Jesus gives the prayer 
model for believers as the balance between seeking God’s will and our 
own - trusting Him or trusting only ourselves. He also gives the model for 
prayer as a more righteous way to express the Father’s heart for genuine 
love and unity. This is the resolution and victory over the trust factors 
existing within our own motives and intent.


John 15:7-11 ESV

“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. By this, my Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father 
has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
full.” 


Finally, here is the practical pattern and approach needed to align the 
motive of our minds and the intent of our hearts to the righteousness of 
God in Christ Jesus.


• Pray with the Father’s will at the center of our requests.

• Align our desires with God’s purposes, even when it’s difficult.

• Express the Father’s heart through love, unity, and obedience.



